
ADV/AP ENGLISH 12:  Summer Reading  2018-2019 

#1 Required for everyone: Read the novel Crime and Punishment  by Fyodor Dostoevsky (Find an edition that has a 

pronunciation guide.) 

  Read closely and carefully. This is one of the world’s most important (and difficult) pieces of literature. I recommend 

that you read the novel twice until you are sure you get it. Also, do research on the book. Locate online interpretations 

and criticisms for help. Spark’s Notes is no substitute for the scholarly articles you can find! Utilize your local library’s 

databases to locate important lectures or notes that can enrich your understanding of the book. 

  This reading is a monumental task, which is why it is used as a choice on many AP prompts.  You will use this text as a 

basis for writing composition for one of the two prompts listed below.   

   Essay Topic #1 Alienation and Separation from Society in Crime and Punishment 

Analyze the writer’s use of alienation and separation as a catalyst for criminal activity in Crime and Punishment.  Find 

specific examples from the text to support your evidence and include a parenthetical citation for that evidence.  If  you 

consult other sources and paraphrase or summarize from another source, you are obligated to cite that information as 

well. 

      Essay Topic #2  Using secondary characters as a means of developing the character of Raskolnikov. 

Analyze at least two secondary characters from the text as means of developing more information about Raskolnikov. 

Several characters come to mind: Lizaveta, Sonia, Razuimihin, Svidrigailov, and Dounia.  As you think of their role in the 

story, their personality, and their relationship to Raskolnikov explain how this influences the reader’s perception of him. 

Use specific evidence from the text and parenthetical citations.  See note about paraphrasing and summarizing from 

outside sources. 

 

          Essay Topic #3   Cultural/societal influences on the characters of the story. 

Explore how the cultural/societal influences in Russia at the time drives the plot development of the text.  This may take 

online research ,  but there is information in the text about how poverty, the Russian hierarchal system, and the abuse 

of children and women influence the plot development.  

 

Use MLA format.  And your essay should be at least three pages in length.  The novel is immense which provides much 

material with which to work. 

 

Your essay is due on the third day of school. 

 

    Second Reading assignment: 

  

 #2 Our Town  by Thornton Wilder is an American classic drama.   On the first day of school, you will read a selected 

quotation from the play, explain its relationship to the plot of the play, and explain how you connected to that particular 

quotation.  

You will have a test over the play on the third day of school. 


